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BACKGROUND 

 

 

 

Road traffic crashes are unplanned, unexpected and undersigned happenings which occurs 

suddenly leading to the injuries and innumerable losses. The impacts of these events are 

horrific, long lasting and often permanent leaving a mark on family's heart forever. Deaths and 

injuries caused by road crashes results in significant social-economic costs resulting victims to 

experience a huge burden of grief and distress forever. A simple act of carelessness or mistake 

that could have been easily prevented can cause millions of lives to suffer both physical and 

psychological pain.  

 

Each year millions of people around the world suffer from road traffic injuries. Globally road 

traffic injuries are the eight leading cause of death and is projected to rise to top 5 by 2030.It is 

the fifth ranked killer of women and first ranked killer of young people aged 15-29 around the 

world. There are about 1.3 million road traffic deaths and about 30 to 40 million morbidity 

annually. 46% i.e. nearly half of those dying on world’s road are vulnerable road user 

pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists.  The cost of dealing with the consequences of road 

traffic crashes marks up to billions of dollars. Approximately 90% of the estimated deaths occur 

in low income and middle income countries which have only 48% of the world’s registered 

vehicle.  



 

3 
 

 

The world day of remembrance was first held in 1993 by road peace in United Kingdom and since 

then it has been practiced by different non-governmental organization in different countries 

worldwide. On 26 October 2005, the united nation adopted a resolution which calls for government 

to mark the third Sunday of November each year as world day of remembrance for road traffic 

victims.  

World Remembrance Day is celebrated every year on third Sunday of November to remember all 

the people around the world who have lost their life due to road accidents, the people involved in 

rescue operations and also to support the injured along with their families. This day focuses on the 

devastation caused by road traffic crashes, and their impact on bereaved families of victims and 

society. This day is a mean to give recognition to millions of road accident victims and their 

families with sharing of their stories to prevent the mishap at coming days to other families. 

Different programs are organized on this day to learn from the sufferings of the dead and injured 

and also to give tribute to all the emergency crew, police and medical personnel who daily deal 

with the traumatic aftermath of the road death and injuries.  

Since 2014, every year different events are organized on the world day of remembrance to 

remember the road traffic victims in Nepal. On an average, 1,800 persons die in road accidents 

across the country every year. According to statistics published by Nepal Police, a total of 2,541 

persons were killed 12,391 were injured, 4,144 critically injured due to total 10,961 roads accidents 

in 2017-18 resulting to an average loss of 7(6.96) persons per day. In remembrance of those road 

traffic victims, a rally and candle light event was organized for World Day of Remembrance on 

November 18, 2018 at 10 different events in all the province throughout the Nepal.  

OBJECTIVES OF EVENT 
The main objective of the rally and candle light event organized on the occasion of World Day of 

Remembrance was to remember the 2541 no of people who was deceased last year in road crashes, 

to convey the heartfelt condolence to their bereaved families and also to raise the awareness about 

road safety. The other objectives are as follows: 

• To remember for the departed soul and also to assure the victims and their family that they 

are not alone, whole nation stands behind them. 

• To respect the police personnel, doctors and local people involved in rescue, treatment and 

rehabilitation of the victims and their family. 

• To have a commitment that mistakes and carelessness of past will not be repeated in future  

to avoid personal, socio-economic losses. 
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EVENTS DETAILS  
 

Event was conducted at 10 different locations throughout the country on every province to 

remember the victims of whole country. Mostly program was organized with rally, candle 

lightening and speech sharing the significance of road user's consciousness to abstain from the 

dreadful crashes. 

Most of the participant was young student and active road users in the programs which are also 

highly vulnerable group in roads among all the users. Play cards and banners were shown in the 

program during rally to signify the impact of smaller rules to our life, prevent ourselves and society 

from the major losses. Candle lightning was done to remember for the departed souls and wished 

for the speed recovery of both physical and psychological pain of victims and their families. 

 Biratnagar, Province-1 Parsa, Province-2 
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Jawalakhel, Province-3 Nuwakot, Province-3 

Chitwan, Province-3 Pokhara, Province-4 

Butwal, Province-5 Surkhet, Province-6 

Dhangadi, Province-7 Mahendranagar, Province-7 
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KATHMANDU  
A rally and candle light event was organized in the remembrance of road traffic victims by Safe 

and Sustainable Travel Nepal in collaboration with NEA road safety forum, Metropolitan Traffic 

Police, Picasso consultant, Next consultant  with the support of Kantipur Engineering College, 

National College of Engineering, Picasso Consultant, Next consultant, Smart design and 

engineering solutions, Aayam engineering and research consultancy and Alka Hospital. 

Program participants 

More than 150 participants including engineers, traffic police, students and also the members of 

NEA, DOTM, and DOR had attended the event at jawalakhel.  

Proceedings  

Registration 

The program commenced with the registration of participants. More than 150 people including 

engineers, traffic police students, members of NEA, DOTM and DOR had registered their name 

for participation.  

Rally 

After the completion of registration, a rally was conducted by Safe and Sustainable Travel Nepal 

in the route Jawalakhel-Pulchowk Damkal-Alka hospital-Jawlakhel with a motive to make people 

realize the frightening harsh reality of road traffic situation in our country and to raise awareness 

about road safety. This rally was started from Jawalakhel with the words from and  moved forward 

towards Pulchowk Damkal with the leadership of SP Yuvraj Sapkota and Sitaram Hatechu from 

Metropolitan Traffic Control Division. 

Safe and Sustainable Travel Nepal has been advocating about the road safety and smooth traffic 

flow. With the help of traffic police and volunteers from Safe and Sustainable Travel Nepal, 

vehicular as well as pedestrian traffic flow was not disturbed during this entire rally. The rally 

proceed through foot path, so the vehicular flow was not disturbed. As the rally was double line, 

only a small portion of footpath was covered and hence pedestrian flow was also not disturbed. 

Traffic police had actively participated in the rally and also helped for the smooth flow of rally 

even in the zebra crossings with full enthusiasm.  

This rally started from Jawalakhel moved forward to Pulchowk-Damkal and returned back to 

Jawalakhel again covering the total distance of around 300m. Though it was a short rally, play 

cards and slogans related to road safety had helped to raise awareness among people about the 

road safety. Some of the slogans were “love safety, marry rules and divorce speed”, “Traffic 

rules are your best tools”, “All accidents are preventable”, “जिन्दगी अमुल्य उपहार हो, यसलाई 

सडकमा खेर नफालौ” , “जिगतमा या वततमानमा,धेरै या थोरै हामी सिै सडक दुर्तटनािाट प्रभाजवत भएका छौ”  .  
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Fig: Rally moving forward through footpath. 

Fig: SP Yuvraj Sapkota and his colleagues from Metropolitan Traffic Control Division leading 

the rally along with chariman of SSTN Hemant Tiwari  
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program 

The rally ended at Jawalakhel where the program begins about the road safety and awareness 

speech by distinguished guest in the program after the national anthem was sung by all the 

participants and a minute silence in the name of victims for expressing condolence to the departed 

souls. Anil Marsani, Coordinator for MSc. In Transportation Engineering at IOE, Pulchowk 

Campus emphasized on the academic aspect of the road safety in engineering studies to better 

design the road and roadside environment with safety point of view. As the theme of the event 

relates to the road side environment, he stated that incorporation of safety studies in education 

system will not only make the citizens aware of the it, it will also help make the roads safer for all. 

As a proverb says, we cannot always wait to learn from our own mistakes, Mr. Rozan Dhakal 

joined the event to share his story as a road traffic victim. He stated that one should not wait until 

something happens that we regret for lifetime. The rules are meant for our own safety and we 

should follow it. 

SP Jay raj Sapkota shared the vulnerable road condition and the carelessness of the driver has led 

to the dangerous crashes throughout the country which has killed many people while leaving many 

of them handicapped for a lifetime. He highlighted the importance of the World Day of 

Remembrance providing consolation to the victim's family by standing by their side, and wished 

for soon recovery of those under treatment. He had pledged to conduct more road safety awareness 

program and apprise that traffic police are always ready to collaborate as helping hand.  

Hemant Tiwari, chairman of SSTN appreciated the support and help from all those who made the 

event possible. He also thanked the traffic police, who played the major role in organizing events 

as this, along with department of transport and management in reduction of road crashes. He also 

venerated the initiation of traffic police and the effort of the engineering campus inside the valley 

to include the road safety awareness in curriculum of study material along the school and 

engineering courses. He accentuated efficacious post-crash response to be developed to complete 

all the five pillar of UN road safety and appealed for stopping the blame game and begin the action 

from each individual, one by one, to minimize the road mishaps. He also acknowledged the role 

of the medical personnel and Nepal police in rescue and rehabilitation of the victim. candles were 

lighted in the shape of no 2541 to remember all those 2541 lives lost because of road crashes in 

the fiscal year 2074/75.  
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Fig: Candle lightening program initiated by chief guest SP Jay Raj Sapkota. 

Fig: Candles lighting in the shape of no 2541 for remembering the 2541 deaths in road       

crashes last year in Nepal. 
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Fig: Guest Anil Marsani from IOE Campus highlighting the engineering perspectives 

about road traffic safety of our country. 

Fig: Chief Guest SP Yuvraj Sapkota from Metropolitan Traffic Police talking about the 

enforcement perspectives about road traffic safety of our country. 
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Fig: Rozan Dhaakal, a traffic victims sharing his story. 

Fig: Hemant Tiwari, chairman of SSTN conveying present condition of road safety 

and action to be taken in near future. 
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CONCLUSION  
On the occasion of world day of remembrance, rally and candle light event was successfully 

conducted in the remembrance of road traffic victims. The motive of organizing this program was 

to remember the road accident victims of last year as well as to spread awareness about road safety. 

With the help of play cards, slogans and speech, importance of road safety were highlighted in the 

event. News about the celebration of world day of remembrance was published in national and 

local newspaper which had helped to spread awareness about road safety among thousands of 

people. More over with the help of social media like Facebook, Instagram and twitter, pictures, 

posters and details of event were spread for raising awareness about road safety. Every year the 

length of roads, no of vehicles and no of road user are increasing exponentially in our country and 

so are the problems related to road safety. It is a very challenging job to make the safer road traffic 

environment by dealing with such problems as the resources, qualified manpower and knowledge 

regarding road safety among the citizens are very limited.  

Organizations like Nepal Engineers Association, Road Safety Forum, Safe and Sustainable Travel 

Nepal and Swatantrata Abhiyan Nepal which are determined to bring positive change in this field 

need to collaborate and help the government of Nepal to enhance the road traffic condition of our 

country. We should stop the blame game and wait for someone to perform the task to save lives 

but need to start working on this field starting from ourselves and from our family to advocate for 

good cause.  


